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Monthly Schedule 
 
Sunday, Dec. 5th: Second Sunday of Advent 
Confessions at 3:30 pm 
Mass at 4:00 pm 
 
Wednesday, Dec. 8: Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
No Mass in NYC 
 
Sunday, Dec. 12: Third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday 
Confessions at 3:30 pm 
Mass at 4:00 pm 
 
Sunday, Dec. 19: Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Confessions at 3:30 pm 
Mass at 4:00 pm 
 
Saturday, Dec. 25: Christmas Day 
Confessions 1:00 pm 
Mass at 1:30 pm 
 
Sunday, Dec. 26: No Mass in NYC 
 
Continued from page 3 
we entertain the confident hope that we will be strengthened to 
perform the arduous duties of our ministry, and that you will be 
enabled to practice the sublime virtues, of which her life presents 
the most perfect example.”  
 
The following year, the bishops were informed that “our Holy 
Father Pius IX most willingly confirmed the wishes of the 
Council that has selected the Blessed Virgin, conceived without 
sin, as the patroness of the Church in the United States of 
America” (Letter of the Sacred Congregation for the Propagation 
of the Faith). This patronage became the culmination of the place 
Mary already had in the life of the Americas and the beginning of 
a new chapter in her intimate relationship with the new Republic 
as its special Patroness… 



 

 

History of the Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception as 
Patroness of the United States 

By Cardinal Justin Rigali 
 
We can say that our Blessed Mother has had a special 
presence in the Americas for over five hundred years. We 
know that the flagship of Christopher Columbus, the Santa 
Maria, was named after her and, as part of their evening 
prayers aboard ship, Columbus’ crew sang the Salve Regina 
in her honor each night. The Spanish and French missionaries, 
who accompanied many of the explorers, introduced devotion 
to our Lady to the peoples they sought to evangelize and 
various places in both of the Americas still bear names that 
were given them in her honor. North, Central and South 
America are dotted with rivers, towns and cities named for 
our Lady under her various titles. My own birthplace, Los 
Angeles, is actually named for our Lady under the title of La 
Reina de Los Angeles, Our Lady, Queen of the Angels. 
 
We are all familiar with the first of the native American 
Madonnas: Our Lady of Guadalupe. She appeared to the 
Christian native American Juan Diego in 1591, leaving on his 
tilma, or cloak, her image which is so beloved by the Mexican 
people, both in their native country and here in the United 
States. When various Spanish and French colonies were 
subsequently conquered by the British, especially in what we 
now know as the eastern part of the United States, some of the 
Catholic influence established by the earlier missionaries 
lessened but did not disappear. Shortly after the birth of the 
United States, the Holy See established the diocese of 
Baltimore, which included all of the original thirteen colonies 
as its territory. Father John Carroll was named its first bishop 
and was consecrated on August 15, 1791, the Solemnity of the 
Assumption of our Lady. 
 
In the first Pastoral Letter which he addressed to his far-flung 
diocese on May 28, 1792, he entrusted his daunting task to 
our Blessed Mother. He wrote: “I shall only add this my 
earnest request, that to the exercise of the sublimest virtues, 
faith, hope and charity, you will join a fervent and well-
regulated devotion to the Holy Mother of Our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ; that you will place great confidence in 
her in all your necessities. Having chosen her the special 
patroness of this Diocese, you are placed, of course, under her 
powerful protection; and it becomes your duty to be careful to 
deserve its continuance by a zealous imitation of her virtues 
and a reliance on her motherly superintendence.” 
 
The concept of patronage 
 
As we recall our Lady as the Patroness of the United States 
under her title of the Immaculate Conception, it would seem 
appropriate for us to dwell on the concept of patronage and 
also to review our belief concerning the Immaculate 
Conception. 
 
We know that the concept of patronage involves a certain 
intimacy between individuals. It is sometimes used with a 
negative connotation but it is not meant to be so. It should 
describe a caring, intimate relationship in which one person or 
group looks out for another. We are all familiar with the 
concept of a patron saint. This is a heavenly intercessor with 
whom an individual or parish or country has a special 
relationship. It is one of imitation on the part of the earthly 
individual and special protection on the part of the heavenly 
patron. This is why the Church encourages us to name 
children after the saints, so that they might have a special 
protector in heaven, with whom they can cultivate a 
relationship and be provided with an example which they can 
follow in their own lives as Christians. 
 
At the sixth Plenary Council of Baltimore held in 1846, the 
bishops of the United States unanimously chose our Blessed 
Mother, under the title of the Immaculate Conception, to be 
the Patroness of the United States of America. In the Pastoral 
Letter issued by the bishops, we read: “We take this occasion 
to communicate to you the determination, unanimously 
adopted by us, to place ourselves and all entrusted to our 
charge throughout the United States, under the special 
patronage of the holy Mother of God, whose Immaculate 
Conception is venerated by the piety of the faithful throughout 
the Catholic Church. By the aid of her prayers, Cont. on pg. 4 
 


